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Oear Fir.Secretary:
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The resettlement of the Gikini Atoll which was used for nuclear
wnpons testing is resulting in a high degree of public, United
Nations and Con:rcssional in#erest. A hster Pl~n has been.-
CWCIOWS, extmsive crops plmted~ and 40 houses and a schml have
been bui1t.

,“

: I

The Trust Tmri tory of the pacific 1s1zks is prepared to ccnstruct
38 mare houses and a dispensary in anticipation that soxe 500
Bikinians wi 11 be ready to return shortly. Recent radic)lo~ical
information indicates a neecifor a comprehensive follow-on survey
so the project V:GS halted. Despite assurances that the atoll is
Isafe; the attitude and fears of the people are being influenced

I
by varicus outside groups, r.?anyof whorlare critics of the riuclear
prOgi-fVi!. If we are to avoid disrupting the resett?cment pl~n~ ~~

Bikini, and the loss of our credibility with the people, w Rust
ansmr the critics. To do this we need a great dcal,of additicml
data on the radiological situation at Bikini Atoll. Since the Si&irii
radic?ogical surveys were fi?adein the 1960’s more sophisticated and “
sensitive instrur:~ntation has beccwe available. Accepted rzdio- ‘

. logical practices have beccm more stringent and there hps bem

w
extensive land clearing for planting crops, which iiiay have affected “
the radiation situation on the islands.

“!The Energy flcsearci~ and Deve?opmnt Administration is prepared to

“1

conduct an additional radiological survey of Bikini Atoll beginning
in April if logistics support can be provided to include:.

~. Two helicopters and an associated support platform, for about
12 days of flight operations at Bikini Atoll.

.2. Airlift from COWS to Sikini Atol 1 and return for ERDA
technical equiyaent and personnel.

There is a longer term problel:lof developin~ a current c!ocumntation
of the residual radioactivity on all the islands t!mt rcceiwd
fallout from U.S. nuclear wapons tests. This also could h acc@:]-

f

]

plished, starting in April or late- in the year, with ERDA providing
the technical resources. Such a suWey would require an additional
30 days of fligi~toperations at several atolls.
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Sincerely ycvrs, ‘“

D
4/j~ /

Secrets of the Interior

Hon. James 1?.Schlesinger
Secretary of Defense..

~ Washington, D.C. 20301 .
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